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HE Pals is at ES inlined; FOG: you ems either liſten 
to the voice of reaſbri; or ſurrender, through your ſupine 
obſtinacy ; every boaſted: privilege, - Which you have ſo long 
enjoyed as Engliſhmen . You have been long enough deluded? 
—When the death- blow is ſtruck at your liberties, you are 
called upon by the imperious ſummons of duty to yourſelves, and 
to your poſterity, to recolle& the character of your country, and 
to approve yourſelves deſerving of the 1 tranſmitted to 
you by your immortal anceſtors | | | \ 


To negle& the preſervation of our deny from acſpotiſn; „ 
nay our very exiſtence, is abſurdly criminal. There are ſubjects 
en which it is unpleaſant to addreſs you, but to be filent in the 
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of this nature increaſed ?- 


(2) 


f ſeaſon of 3 and; of alan, when every r is 8 | 
y- falſe delicacy, 
it me hen, my 15 

countrymen, to claim your attention to a conſideration of this 5 
neu Convention bill propoſed to parliament by Lord Grenville, 


ad Sins ka TH el 


and are our tongues to he forbidden to diſcharge cheir wonted 


fiunclions, and the liberty of che preſs be utterly deſtroyed, to 


warn a this ES inte A law, of the 
have pled rn . orſelves: - : 


The chief object of this bill i is to duch the communication of 


_  ofiolis; afl to reftram the freedom of whe poſs.” Oh fecol- | 


lecting the tate attempts to:croftuſediribh (for f it was fad); on 
recollecting the various proſecutions for ſeditious language, to 
which every claſs of individuals have been expoſed, and the 


_ unprecedented puniſhments, which have been inflicted on convic- 


tion of thoſe modern offences Ic iC Altötting that the legiſlature 
ſhould all on a ſudden think it neceſſary to make further proviſions 
. againſt the progreſs of this 3 invented crime. Have offences 
We never hear of them now. 
Is not the confinement of Holt and Wänterbottom in Newgue,- | 
the;one for publiſhing, the other for preaching, what has been 
pronounced, ſeditious opinions, ſuffipient examples to deter us 
from! diſlpyalty;- and the uſe) of difeQted fei ments? Have 
2 werfargotten poor Muir, and "Parner! ant Gerrald, and the 
other. Scoth Patriots ? Vet notwich ſtanding the. ſeveritias with 


Which the law is already armed againſt ihe feditidus, notwith- 
ſtanding the appalling examples before oùr eyes of ꝑillory, four 


| years impriſonment, and fourteen years tra uſportation to Botany 
Bay, puniſhment is to be inveſted in more ſanguinary robes, and 


a ne- law is: to be Enacted, the diſgrace of thoſe WhO bring * 


forward r parſiament/ and the ru this ee the 1 


= tuffer wa be earried into force. 62.7% 
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People! are you aware of the privileges which will dete 
away from you by this new law? Are you aware that it wil 
degrade you to a level with the moſt abject ſlaves under the vileſt 
tyrannic government? Are you aware that it will tear to 
pieces your Magna Charta, the great charter of your liberties 
of which your forefathers were ſo patriotically jealous, that they 
in the reign of one prince had it recognized at twenty different 
periods? By this law that Zllaſtezous charter will be ſacrificed 
nn. for eyer! Nou dare not ſpeak, you dare not com- 

municate, either by converſion: or the preſs your ſentiments. 
You dare not afſemble together to complain againſt abuſes, or to 


petition for redreſs! You muſt bear in ſilence every inſuk, every 
contumely, and every oppreſſion; for your governors by this 


law will arrogate to themſelves the power of arbitrarily tyranni- 


Ang over you, to the extent of their ambition, and all the con- 


ſolation they leave to you will be, the privilege of receiving 
your patience in enduring, and your charity in forgiving, the 
calamities and wrongs their cd p 005 infli on you. 


People! FOR is not to be borne! We ma not ſo be defrauded 


of our rights, of our inalienable rights! You, I am convinced, 


would never yourſelyes make this ſurrender! Suffer not then 
your urworthy repreſentatives io make this ſurrender for yea ! 
From their virtue you have nothing to expect. From their 
complaiſance to Mr. Pitt and Lord Grenville, you have every 
thing to dread. It is to your own firmneſs, and patriotiſm that 
you have to look for juſtice, and ſupport, do not deſert iy haps 
Be no longer deluded. 


The liberty of petitioning for relief from oppreſſ on is the key⸗ 
ſtone on which this conſtitution reſts. The conititution was never 
intended to ſupport alone the prerogatives of the crown ;. it was 
ellabliſhed for your happineſs, and to confirm that happineſs, the 
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king was placed on the Engliſh throne. Deny us the privilege 
of remonſtrating againft the wickedneſs of unprincipled miniſters, 
(and the miniſters of every prince are two frequently unprincipled) 
and inftantly the chief magiſtracy aſſumes the moſt horried com- 
-plexion, and becomes the engine of the moſt grading deſpotiſm . 
The ſubjects are trampled under its blood - ſtained feet with un- 
feeling barbarity, and its decrees written in blood, are enacted. 


Not to puniſh guilt, and to protect innocence, but to ſatiate a 
thirſty, and cruel appetite of adminiſtring torture, and death, 
inſtead of the EVP of n F _— and 
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Shall we Fug Britous, 3 to be ſo vilely treated? Shall 
we brook ſuch indignities to our national character? Shall we, | 
O Hampden and Ruſſel, ſo diſgrace your names, and render 


ourſelves ſo undeſerving of your ſpirited and pure exertions? 
No, let us tell miniſters that they are the enemies to the con- 


ſtitution, while they call us its enemies. It is they; O people, 


who are overturning the conſtitution, at the very moment that 


they are laying the charge at our doors. Who have done that 


conſtitution the more fatal injury, they, or you? They who 


have attacked it in every part—they who have ſo encroached 
upon our rights, that ſcarcely one right remains to us unviolated 
—they who have introduced into this coumry Foreign Troops 
without the conſent of parliament—they who have built barracks 
in every county in the. kingdom—they who have mads us an 
armed nation, and attempted to over- awe opinions by the ſword, 


the muſket, and the bayonet they who have ſuſpended the 


Habeas Corpus Act —laſtly, they who are now on the eve of 
paſſing into a law this moſt deteſted bill, which in more honeſt, 
and braver days would have ſounded through this nation the 
deadly trumpet of inſurre ion and rebellion or you, illuſttious 
and undaunted FEW, Who amid perſocution and peril, have 
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held an unſhaken courſe, and have panted in your career of 
patriotiſm, and of glory for that reform, which is to reſtore the 
conſtitution to its primitive purity, which is to ſtop the over- 
whelming ſtream of corruption, and which is to make your 
fellow · ſubjects honeſt, induftrious, eontented, happy, and 


flouriſhing. | | 

You muſt all remember that attacks have been recently made, 
and with the conſent of many of you, on your liberties, under 
the impoſing pretext that it was neceſſary a part of your free- 
dom ſhould be given up for the preſervation of the remainder. 
You were then told that a conſpiracy did exiſt againſtthe exiſting 
government of this country, and the protecting Habeas Corpus 
Act was ſmuggled away from you. That falſehood the voice 
of three honeſt juries manifeſted, and developed—you are n 
told, that a conſpiracy exiſts againſt the life of the ſovereign, 
and to avert the intended, and meditated danger, your lips are 
to be cloſed, / and the preſs to be put under a minifterial 
inquiſition.— Thus will miniſters be permitted to purſue their 
profligate courſe without moleſtation—to goad you with perſecu- 
tions—to overwhelm you with taxes and burthens to ſpill your 
blood, and ſquander away your honeſt and hard- acquired earn- 
ings in ſubſidizing Foreign deſpotz, and carrying on a ſtate of 
unjuſt and unprofitable warfare, while you will be inſalted 
without being told, that this is improving your ſituation, pro- 
moting your proſperity, and preſerving the bleflings conferred 
on you by your celebrated conſtitution! This will be called 
the preſervation of the conſtitution itſelf ! | 


People! the natural rights of man (and ſuch are the liberty 
of ſpeech and exerciſe of reaſon) can never be attacked but by 
tyrants, They are the gifts of God. They were given to 
mankind to eement together the bonds of ſociety, by intercourſe 
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of ſentiments, and communication of opinions. They were 
| given him too for his protection. Rob him of them, and in dignity 
vou degrade him with the beaſt. You enſlave him. You re- 
vive in him the exploded doctrine of divine right, and paſſive 
' obedience, and you render him the eaſy ſlave of tyrants. | 
_ Hiſtory tells us but for the free exerciſe of theſe bleſſings, the 
Tights of man would never have been aſertained and claimed, 
deſpotiſmm would never have been underſtood, for which 
Sidney bled in the field, and Ruſſel on the ſcaffold.” As liberty 
is the offspring of them, ſo when they are ſnatched away from 
us, liberty muſt follow in their train. There never was, there 
never can be a nation, which enjoys the unviolated exerciſe _- 
its rights, on which filence is impoſed,” and to which diſcuſſion is 
denied. Ignorance is fiſter of ſlavery, and whenever a tyrant 
wiſhes to abandon himſelf to the luſt of dominion, his firſt ftep 
is to reduce and degrade his ſubjects to a ſtate of ignorance ; 
and he can accompliſh this alone by cutting off that ſocial inter- 
courſe, and unreftrained exchange of opinions, from which' all 
knowledge, all information is derived, and from whence flows 
the conſeiouſneſs of the dignity, and rank of human nature. 


To o cqmctade—T love order, and I am a friend to peace. 44 
am an enemy to every violent effort, and I never wiſh to ſee 
2 change evenꝰ of abuſes, but by a ſyſtem of mild and unoffending 
innovation —I diſclaim the appellation of an incendiary, tho? I 
am attached to the happineſs and rights of hamankind—l would 
not prevent opinions to my fellow-creatnres on the point of a 
bayonet, tho? I wiſh them to ſhake off that fatal deluſion, by 
whoſe magic they have been ſo long reduced from their. ſenſes, 

and their intereſis.— This deteſted bill has not hitherto paſſed 
into a law); while therefore the power remains to me (and it 
will remain to me bat for a ſher while longer, unleſs your 
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timely _exertions, O people of England, ſhall preſerve it!) Iwill 
oonjure you not to deſert yourſelves, but to diſplay the honeſt 

indignation of Engliſhmev at the moſt audacious, the moſt prof - 
ligate, the moſt diabolicat aſſult that was ever made on your” | 
exiſtence as a free community, - and wall reduce you, unleſs 


firmly reſiſted, to ſervitude and deſpair. The inhabitants of 
this country hate been often compelled by tyranny to ſpeak in 

the language of remonſtrance to the throne, and When they have 
ſpoken in the manly tone of inſulted freemen, their voice has 
been heard, and their demands have been granted. The nation 

which deſerts itſelf, will be deſerted by its governors We 
muſt therefore be true to ourſelves; and ſince we are driven to 
imitate the example of our forefathers, let us imitate it with an 

intrepedity worthy of their children. | | 


Let us all therefore with one voice proteſt againſt this bill— 
Let us addreſs the prince who fits on the Engliſh throne, to 
diſmiſs from his council miriſters who were infernal to propoſy. 
for the diſgrace of his reign ſo wicked a law !—Let us aſſure the 
prince that this law can be impoſed upon us on the terms only 
of all his ſubjects impatiently praying for bis death; for by his 
death alone the terrors of this bill will terminate, and our 
liberties will be reſtored to us !—Let us repreſent to him tha: the 
foundation of the conſtitution, is the liberty of ſpeech, the 
liberty of the preſs, and the privilege of complaining againſt 
corrup: ion and oppreflion ! —Let us tell him, that all theſe 
hleſſings by this one law are torn away from us! Let us remind 
him that he himſelf has ſworn to preſerve the Engliſh . 
unviolated! 


Let 
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Let us thus, my ccuntrymen! thus firmly, but with due 
reſpect, addreſs the chief magiſtrate of Great -· Britian, and let us 
conſole ourſelves with this reflection, that if our petitions are 

|  , unheard, or rejected, that we are Engliſhmen at / heart, and 
| that the power remains with ourſelves to be free.” 
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